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The Right Honourable the 


Of the City of London, | 
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Continuance of a Bleſſing from Almighty God up- 
on Her Majeſty and Her Allies, engaged in the pre. 
ſent War: And for Reſtoring and Perpetuating 
Peace, Safety, and Proſperity to Her Majeſty and 
Her Kingdoms, and the Nations and States in Al- 
liance with Her; and difappointing the Boundleſs 
Ambition of Fance. | 
| — 
D. D. Miniſter of Popler. 
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A Day appointed for a ſolemn Faſt, for imploring the| 
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Lord-Mayor and Aldermen| 
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over-againſt St. Dunſtar's Church in Fleet-ſtreer. $1705. 
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Buckingham Mayor. 


ils Court doth deſire the Reverend Dr. 
Woodward to Print his Sermon preached at 
the Cathedral Church of St. Paul, before the Right 


Honourable the Lord-Mayor, Aldermen, and Li- 
very-Men of the ſeveral Companies of this City, on 


Wedneſday the 4th Inſtant, being a General and Pub- 
Lick Faſt appointed by Her Moſt Sacred Majeſty, 
for imploring the Bleſſing and Aſſiſtance of Al- 
mighty God on the Arms of Her Majeſty and Her 
Kllies and their Forces by Sea and Land, c. 


Aſbburſt. 


FR To the Right Honourable 
Sir Owen Buckingham, Kt, 
Lord-Mayor of the City of London; 


And to the 
Court of ALDERMEN, 


Am obliged on many Accounts, My Lord, to com- 
: ply with the Order hereunto affxed, for the Pub- 
AA hing of this Sermon; more eſpecially as it ſeems. 
to imply an Engagement of the Authority of this Au- 
guſt City, in Favour of the Subject of it: namely, 
in the Defence and Advancement of our moſt Holy | 
Religion, which the following Sermon aſſerts to be the 13 
only way to Preſent and Future Happineſs. 4 
® Truth as clear as the Sun in the Firmament, yet ſad=- 'Þ 
9 over-born in common Practice. 1 
We fee with heavy Hearts, my Lord, the diſmal | 
Decay of Devotion in Families; and that with many 
Perſons it is not ſuffered ſo much as to appear with |. 
any juſt Reverence at the Table, or in common Diſ-- ſl 
courſe. And while this great Nurſery. of Religion has 
decayed, it has been outraged in the Streets, and on | 
® the Stage. And we cannot ſay as yet, that the Re- ii 
” medies applied to either of theſe. have had their full 
i f# | 


The Dedication. 


Religion then, hack is the only Cham thro 5 * 
which the Mercies of God deſcend to Men, has ſo few © 
hearty Friends with us, and ſo many mveterate Enc- 3 | 
nes; How can it long fubſiſt among us? And how 1 | 
can oe ſubſiſt without it? 19 H 
I. is too evident, my Lord, that Chriſtendom = 
has long bet. a" Senne of [mpiety, and now we be- 
hold it a Field of Blood. O May England learn Righ- 
zeouſneſs by God's Judgments abroad, * which teſtifie 
to 1s in Capital Letters written in Blood, Thar except 
we repent, we ſhall alſo likewiſe periſh. 

Permit me therefore, my Lord, to ſay ; That it «5 - 


time for Magiſtrates and Miniſters, and all that wiſh 
"well to our Church and State, to ſet themſelves to re- 
anove the Cauſes of God s Wrath, and to follow the 


things which make for our Peace: At once lifting 1% 5 
their Hands againſt all Impiety, and their Cry to Hea- = 5 
ven for Mercy. 1 7 
For as this Nation ſms N greater Lgbe au! x 
Mercies than others, our Puniſhment will 22 be Le f 
the moſt dreadful of all, except we truly repent aud be 
| reform in due time; chat is, without Delay, and F 
| without Bil mulszian: ich that we may all do. 
and fo be a happy People, is the earneſt Prayer of, 
| | My Lord, 
| Your Lordſhip's 


Very reſpectful 
Humble Servant 


 Jostan Woopwarp. 


2 'Chroh. XV. Ver. i 111i. \ 


Hear ye me, Ala, and all Judah and 
Benjamin; The Lord is with you, 
whit ye be with Him; and if ye Tek 


riah to Aſa King of Judah, a Prince who 
had been very zealous in reclaiming his, 


and brake down the Images, and cut down the Groves: 
And he commanded Judah to ſeek the Lord God of 
their Fathers, and to do the Law: and the Command- 
ment : as we read in the foregoing Chapter. And 
being thus engaged in God's Service, God was with 
him, and gave him a very glorious Victory over 
a vaſt Army of the Ethiopians and Enbims, where- 
in no leſs than a thouſand thouſand Men were, ut- 


I rerly. overthrown. And to encourage the King 


in the good Work he had begun, the * 
aſſures him from God, that, Hg and. ys 95 
would receive much eplus l Weh 


Him, "He will be found of you; but if 
"0 for 281 Him, He will JON. Jol. 


1 ö HESE. are the Words of the REM * 


5 5 ple from Idolatry and Impiety. He had taken a- Chap.r4 rer. 
= way 4 Altars of the ſtrange Gods, and the H. g- Places, 3, 4+ 
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ed Redfaſt: in their Zeal for God's Gloty. The 
Lord is with you, Tays he, while ye be with Him. 
God will go forth with your Armies, and will 
ſcatter your Enemies before your Faces ; and 
Will proſper you in whatever ye ſet your Hands 
Unto. But withal, you muſt remember the diſ- 
mal e of of the contrary Behaviour to- 
wards God; for if ye forſake Him, He will for- 
fake yon: and then all your Bleſſings will be re- 
versd: there will be a Blaſt on your Publick 
Affairs and on your Private Concerns: I here 
will be no Peace to bim that goes out, nor to him that 
comes in. Such as adventure abroad will meet 
with Enemies, and they that tarry at home wil! 
have Croſſes and Vexations, as the juſt Rebukes rx: 

of your Rebellion againft the Lord; For if ye for- 
Vale Him, He will forſake jou. =_ 

heſe important Words are well prefaced 

with a Command of Attention to all Perſons 
| whatſoever, from the Prince that ſitteth on the 
Throne to the Setvant thar primer ac the Mill. 
Hear Je me, Aſa, and all Judah, and Benjamin, The 
Lord is with o, whilſt de be 'with Hun, and no 
longer. "Tis fit that evety one that has Ears 
to hear ſhould be made ſenſible of this Truth, 
becauſe it infinitely concerns every one. The 
Favour of God is the greateſt Intereſt of Man; 
abidthe Advancement of Religion the moſt ecken. 
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tial part of humane Policy; to which every one 
is concerned to lay his Hand. And leſt either 
the Prince or the People ſhould be diſcouraged 
by the Difficulty or Danger of driving Men from 


ſtrong therefore, and let not your Hands be weak: for 
your Work fhall be rewarded. As if he had aid; 
Ye ſee what a great Victory the God of Armies 
has given you, for that He hath feen ſome things 
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your God. Root 


fore couragious in the Cauſe of 


whilſt you engage and ack for his Glory; and 


A Him. Bur if ye withdraw your Hands from 


in every other Enterprize ; which will be unſuc- 


aries 3.2 5s. PORE 
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1 A very brief Reflection will ſhew us how a- 
1 greeable this whole Matter is to our preſent Cir- 
cumſtances and the Buſineſs of this Day. Our 


long preſerve, has done many worthy chings for 


che Glory of God andi'the God of Her People. 
8 B 2 And 


e their dear Vices, the Prophet adds, Verſe 7th. Be 


in you agreeable to his holy Will : Be ye there- 
out utterly choſe Abominations upon which ye 
have begun to fall. Lay aſide all fuch carnal 
Conſiderations as are apt to amuze and diſcou- 
rage you; for the Omnipotent God is with you 
He will ſupport you whilſt ye remain faithful to 


! God's Work, ye will certainly weaken your ſelves 


ceſsful becauſe unbleſt: For if ye forſake God, He 


e a moſt Renowned and Excellent Queen, whom God 


1 — 
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*. it has pleaſed: God to ſtir up a vigorous 
Concern for his Glory in the Hearts of ſome of 
Her People. And agreeably to the Truth of 
the Text, God has bſeſs d Her Majeſty's Forces 
with Succeſs in various Inſtances, e with a late 
ſtupendious Victory that can ſcarcely be paral- 


lell d in many Ages paſt. And this in the moſt | 


important Juncture that can be imagined. The 
Work then that yet remains upon Hand is a far- 
ther Suppreſſion of thoſe things whereby God is 
diſhonoured among us. A more effectual ſtop- 
ping of che Mouth of Atheiſm and Blaſphemy ; 


and a more vigorous oppoſing of thoſe that vi- 


ſibly fight againſt God by cheir horrid N 


and daring Vices. 
In this Application, my Text is my Warrant: 


For God will be with us no longer than we are 


with Him: And if we forſake Him, He will forſake 

#5. So > ghar the great and awful Truth, which 
1 have to lay before you, and which J beſeech 
the Spirit of God to impreſs on your Hearts, is 
this. 


Obſ. That the Ways of our Holy Religion are the 
onh ſure Paths to preſent Proſperity aud everlaſting 


Gly T be Lord is with you or againſt you, fays 


the Provker, as your Hearts and Lives are for or 
 ogainſt-Him. ': The Works of your Hands are the 
hirgl, &Puleriſtey to ul, ren What Cood or Evil 
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ron and. Perplexity ; For if the Foundations be de- 
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Will befal 


Sins bring you! Peace at the laſt, till the Enemy 
of all Goodneſs can dethrone Almighty God, 
and become the Governour of the World. WMhilſt 
the holy! and righteous God reigns, Righteouſneſs 


will, advance and eſtabliſh a Nation, and Sin will be 


the Shame and the Bane of any People: And this 
is the Matter of our Mourning and Humilia- 
tion before God this Day. Wie have too widely 


departed from God, and too obſtinately fought 
againſt Him. There ſeems to be a very general 
Declenſion of Piety and Virtue in all Ranks and 
Degrees of Men among us. Men of Figure and 


\ 


Character are poiſoned with the peſtilent Notions 
of Atheiſm and Heatheniſm, colour d over with the 
more plauſible Names of Deiſm and Socinianiſim. 


And this, in favour to thoſe Vices which are: 
| ſpread very far by their Examples. Infomuch 
that were it not for the Promiſe in the Text, the: 


few that are truly virtuous and pious would be: 


utterly incompetent to ſtem the rapid Tyde that 
runs againſt them. And what is worſt of all, 
we ſeem in a great meaſure, to have ſinned away 
the Sanctihing Power of the Goſpel, which ſhould: 
rencw us; as in the laſt Days of the Jewiſh State. 


50 hat we are reduced to Circumſtances of Han- 


ſtroyed;, 


you. It your Weapons are formed a+ 
gainſt God they cannot proſper: Nor will your 


> $, Did Rad e 
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| * What can the Righteous ds? Vet even here, 
che Text brings us this Relief; That God will be 
found: of us if we "ſeek Hint. Aid this is the ſo- 
lemn Work of this — Day; which I pray 
God encline every one of us to obſerve a pe- 
nitent and contrite Frame of Soul. May the 
whole Nation lay it ſelf in deep Humiliation 
before God this Day in the ſenſe of the Natio- 


nal Guile, and renoimce every thing that is of- 
fenſive co God, as the direct Way to National 


Mercies. That ſo the Lord of Hoſts may go 
forth with our Armies and Fleets, and may over- 


turn that powerful Tyranny and ny which 


has made {nuch Havock in the World. 


Ah! Where is the juſt Fear or Love of God, 
2 the due Senſe of God's Goverdthen 


of the World; I the Devotion of one ſingle 
Day is thought too. much to be dedicated to 
God, in order tp implore his Bleſſing on thoſe 


Publick Undertakings, upon the Fucrels of which, 


the Continuance of our deareſt Comforts in 
this Life, and of the beſt Means of attaining 


Happineſs in the Life to come, does very much 


depend: Andi this both with reſpect to our r ſelves 
and our Poſterity. | 


1. Wherefore, let me beſeich: and _ you, in 
the Name andi Rear vf che Great and Terrible God, 


our Creator and Judge, chat ye make your ear- 
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neſt Supplications this Day in true Contrition 


of Soul, in the Behalf of a divided and dege- 


nerate Nation, and that ye fo live for the future, 
that the devout Frame of your whole Life may 


teſtifie the Sincerity of your Humiliation this Day; 


ferving the Lord with all Humility of Mind, 
Fervency of Spirit, and Integrity of Heart: al- 
ways remembring and applying the awakening 


Words of the Text. That God will be for us, 


or againſt us, as 'we are for, or againſt Him. 


In the farther Conſideration of which Truth, 
it-will be requiſite that we inquire more parti- 


cularly into theſe Three things. 


I. When and wherein we may be ſaid to be with 


God? By which we ſhall alſo ſee when we Art 


againſt Him. 
II. How and in what manner God is with or a- 
gainſt any Perſon or Peoples 
III. The neceſſary Connection vf both theſe; that 
bi, of God's being with, or againſt ſuch as 
are for, or againſt Him. The Lord is. 
with you, while ye be with Him; And 


if ye ſeek Him, He will be found of you; 
But if ye forſake Him, He will forſake 


you. Let us then conſider, 
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* When and: wherein we my be ſaid ro be wich 
God? bi: 2 5301 1 

To be with God: 1 15 x 150 Senſe Ws the err, is, 
1 conceive, all one-as to be ſteadfaſt in God's Co- 


venant, in whithos: abſolutely devote our ſelves 


to God through Jeſus! Chriſt as one of His: Peo- 
ple. And e there -is by Divine Permiſ- 
ſion a continual Strife betwixt the Kingdoms of 
Light and Darkneſs; 'a' faithful Chriſtian muſt be, 
as I may ſo ſay, on God's Side in all ſuch Con- 
teſts. And this is that Which makes, the War- 
fare of a Chriſtian, who wreſtles not wat Fleth 
and Blood only, bur with the Principalities ang 
Powers of Darkneſs, ainſt which he could not 
be able to bear up, * 
Divine Aſſiſtance promiſed in the Text. So 

that in this Caſe, if we are with God, we ſhall 
evidence it in theſe Three Particulars, 3 

1. We ſhallcarefully regard Ghaerer God: is 

Pars to command us. 


2. We ſhall: be. ſenſibly giebed at n thine 


whereby God is:diſhonoured.. . 
Wie hall induſtriouſſy ſeek to adminiſter to 
2s Glory: of God according to the _ meature of 


Sur Talents and Orpenunities, throughout our 
whole Life. 


All theſe are 3 a juſt Obſervance 1 our 
Bapti/ival Vows, in which we liſt our ſelves under 
the 


ut thro the Succours of 4 
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the Banner of Chriſt, and promiſe to ſerve Him 
as faithful Servants and Soldiers all the Days of 
our Life. And agreeably to this, our Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt is called the Captain of our Salvation. 
” Heb. 2. 10. And if we are with Him as Sol- 
diaiers under a General, the forementioned Par- 
ticulars will take place: that is, 
iſt, We ſhall carefully regard whatever God 
is pleaſed to command us. The Orders of a 
General to his Soldiers muſt not be diſputed or 
delay d. Yea, the brave Soldier counts himſelf 
particularly honoured by the Difficulty and Dan- 
ger of the Poſt that is aſſigned him: And fo 
will every ſincere Chriſtian, to whom Martyr- 
dom it ſelf is a moſt ineſtimable Favour. And | 
whatever our Temptations are, if we dare diſ- I 
obey God knowingly and deliberately, for the N 
Fear or Deſire of any worldly thing, we can- 
not but ſee that we want Chriſtian Integrity, | 
_ and that We have no Right tO the Noble Com- | ht 
; JF forrs that flow from it. This is our rejoicing 
I (fays St. Paul (2 Cor. 1. 12.) the Teſtimony of 
our Conſcience, that in all Simplicity and godly Sin- 
A cerity, not with fleſhly Wiſdom, but by the Grace of 
Iod, we have had our Converſation in the World. 
This is the Teſtimony tha we mult all labour 0 
to attain; for he that walks with God, as in "8 
the Text, will endeavour to walk in all the [ 
GC Command- 
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candle e of God blameleſly thro Faith i in our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and Communion with the 
Holy Spirit. * 
2d. If we are truly with God; we ſhall be 
ſenſibly touch'd whenever we ſee God diſhonour- 
ed. An upright Heart cannot bear the Blaſphe- 
mies and Outrages of licentious Men againſt 
God and holy Things: it pierces him deeply, = 
and he cannot bur reſent, rebuke, and oppoſe it A 
by all adviſable Means. We ſee with what Ve- MW nc 
hemency the Royal F ſalmiſt expreſſes his Faich- | S. 
fulneſs ro God in this Point, P/al. 139. 21, 22. | in 
Do not 1 hate them, 0 Lord, that hate Thee? And A the 
am not I orievd wh thoſe that riſe up againſt Thee? cat 
T hate them with perfect Hatred, I count them mine 
Enemies. This is a neceſſary Effect of ſincere JT #{ 
Love. You cannot endure to hear a rude Per- is 
ſon revile any of your dear Relations, or a cla 
Friend that is as your own Soul. Will you not 5 
reply with Quickneſs and Warmth in ſuch a TS 
Eaſe, and ſeek Redreſs from our Laws, if the J 
Matter be not ſpeedily taken up? And:if in. WH you 
where is our Duty to our moſt gracious God, = ©, 
who is our Father and Friend in a more "ES JT lent 
lute Senſe than any Perſon upon Earth can be, an 
if we ſhew no viſible Reſentment when his holy J Fait 
Name is diſhonoured, and his Sovereign Au- che 
thority trampled under Foot. May he not well 
| >XPOITL- 
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| pee on ſuch Occaſions, and ſay, as 0 n 
. 6.) I am a Father, Where is my Honour * If 


7 am a Maſter, Where is my Fear? "Tis of the 
Eflence of Religion to fear and honour God; 

ſo that except our Prayers and Profeſſion of Re- 
ligion be a plain and palpable Mockery , we 
ouſt deport our ſelves with a Carriage ſome- 
thing like it in our Lives and Converſations. 


And therefore, on what ſide are we, if we ſhew 


no Appearance of Diſguſt when we hear prophane 


Swearing and Curſmg; and are eaſie and quiet 


in ſeeing and hearing "thoſe Things which grieved 
the Soul of righteous Lot from Day to Day. This 
can no more conſiſt with Faithfulneſs to God, 


than Light with Darkneſs, or Hatred with Fviend- 
ſhip. Yea, to be nboenctetned in ſuch a Caſe 


is to Gefen our Maſter, who has already de- 


clared, (Mat. 12. 30.) That he that in not for Him, 
15 againſt Him; and that he that gathereth not with 


Him, ſeattereth abroad. 
34 If we are on God's Side we ſhall de 


vour to adminiſter to the Glory of God upon all 
Occaſions, according to the Meaſure of our Ta- 
lents: And as a good Soldier gladly catches at 


an Opportunity of ſhewing his Courage and 


Faichfulneſs in the Cauſe of his Prince, 10 will 
the Chriſtian Soldier in his Zeal for God and 
his Kingdom. For a Chriſtian is a Perſon 


C 2 cConſecrated 
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— to God, and all his Intereſts and 
Powers are devoted to his Service: And he will 
put out his utmoſt Endeavours to exalt the Glory 


of God, whom he ſincerely loves with all his 


Heart, and ſerves with all his Might, and will 
think that part of his Time and Eſtate the beſt 
laid out in which he did the greateſt Service to 
his Bleſſed Creator and Redeemer. 
heſe Particulars ſerve to give ſome Illuſtra- 
tion to that Phraſe of the Text, The being with 
God, or on God's Side, namely, when we are 
truly and affectionately Adee to God, and ef. 
fectually engaged in his Service with a juſt Zeal 
and Concern for his Glory. 


And ſuch a Perſon or People cannot han be 
in a happy. Caſe: For God will be with them 


in a moſt gracious and comfortable. manner ; 
which. leads me to the Second Thing propoſed 
to be. inquired. into, namely, 


5 
We 


II. How and in what Reſßeds 6⁰⁴ a vouch- 8 


fafe to be. with ſuch as are with Him, according 
to bis Promiſe in. the Text. 


And, to. anſwer this in few Words: God will J 
be with ſuch a. Perſon. or People as: their Cope- ; 


neut-Ally. He will be with them, and act for 
them. He will be a Father to. chem in . 
Wants; and their Helper in all Diftreſs.. 

will lighten their, Darkneſs, ſcatter their 133 


q uiet.. | 
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quiet their Fears, and ſupport their Frailty. In 
ſhort, He will be a GOD to them, and that is 
more than all the Volumes of the beſt Pen- Men 


or the Tongues of the higheſt Angels can expreſs. 


For in this one Article of God's moſt gracious 


Covenant He fully makes over all the Infinite 
Perfections of his GODHEAD for the Comfort 
of his Faithful People, and is pleaſed to ſeal and 
confirm it in the Blood of his Beloved Son. And 
tho' the myſterious Workings of Divine Provi- 
dence are uſually too intricate to be traced out 
by our ſhort-ſighted Reaſon; yet it is always 
true, that the final Welfare of God's Church is 
the principal Intendment of his Providence. And 
by what we our ſelves have ſeen of God's mar- 
vellous Deliverances in times of imminent Dan- 
ger; and by what we read of the ſurprizing 
Ways of God's providing for his People in the 


Inſtances of Joſeph, Moſes, Mordecat, and many 


others; we ſhall have abundant Reaſon to con- 


clude, That we may quietly. repoſe our ſelves on 


the ſure Promiſes of God in the loweſt outward 


Condition, if we know the Integrity of our Hearts 
with God. For, however it fares with others, it 
ſhall be well with them that fear God, EccL B. 12. 


The exalred Jeſus, who is Lord of all, eſteems ſuch 
as his Mother, and Siſter, and Brother; yea, as the 
" 2p | Member i 
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Member Tm his own Body, and will reſent all cheir 
Injuries as his own. 
And as to the Concerns of a Naien. which 
fall moſt properly under our Conſideration this 
Day. If God be honoured in the Frame and 
Execution of the Laws of a Nation, in the making 
of their Alliances and Wars; and in ſhort, in 
their political Capacity. They may chen be u 
aſſured that God will direct their National Coun- | 
cils, and proſper their Publick Affairs, in ſuch 1 
Seaſons and to ſuch Degrees as to infmite Wil. f 
0 
0 
. 
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dom it ſeems beſt. So that as the Pſalmiſt ſays; | 
There ſhall be no Decay, no leading into Capti-— 
vity, no complaining in the Streets. But rather the 
Voice of Mirth, the Shouts of Victory, and the 
Joys of Harveſt. God will divide and diſ-ſpi- | 
rit their Enemies, and ſuch as come ont againſt 
them one way ſhall flee ſeven ways before them. 
So that they ſhall be greatly honoured and e- ; 
ſteemed in the World. All this, as far as it may © 
conſiſt with their ſpiritual Welfare, and with God's 3 
Glory in the whole Scheme of his Government 1 
of the World. 9 5 
Theſe are Sti ef ht Bleſſings of God t to an 
obedient People: But the contrary Behaviour to- 
wards God will have contrary Effects. For the 
Text likewiſe aſſures us, that if we forſale Him, 


He will forſake us. It \ we fligh: the Fayour of God, 


_ 
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and deſpiſe his glorious Goſpel; If we grieve his 
good Spirit, and trample on his Laws; He will 

at length remove our Candleſtick, and pluck up 
the Fence of his Providence; and let in the wild 
Boar to lay waſte and root up ſuch a fruitleſs 
| part of his Vineyard; as we have ſeen it done 
upon many others, who have had the Name, but 
not the Purity of Reformed Churches. Can we 
| think our ſelves a more Favorite People than the 

People of Iſrael once were, who were delivered, 

fed, and ſupported by Miracles for a long time: 

And yet they were at laſt by their Sins brought 
down to a moſt aſtoniſhing Deſolation, Tis 

true, God ſuffered their corrupt Manners a great 

while, as he has ours; And He expoſtulated with 

them very often in the moſt compaſſionate Terms 

by his Servants. and Prophets, we Flow ſhall 

T give thee up, O Ephraim? How ſhall I make: thee 
as Admah and Zebion, and other Cities which I 
have deſtroyed 2 But at laft their ripened Sins 
pulled down the long Arrears of deferred Ven- 
geance. And then Jeruſalem, where God had long 
placed his Mercy-Seat, and the Ark of his Covenant, 
and where the Shechinahs of his Glory had ſlo {|} 


708 
2 
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often appeared, became the moſt diſmal Scene of | 
Horror and Miſery that we any where read of. : 


What Heart can without bleeding, conſider their 
wretched Caſe; when thoſe vaſt. Numbers of 
| People: 


2 
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| People that were {hut up in Jeruſalem at that time, 
(ir being the time of their Paſſover ) were at 


once beſieged by the Roman Army, pined by Fa- 


mine, conſumed by various Diſeaſes, and with- | 


Al ſo deſperately imbittered againſt one another, 

that they waſted their own Strength by innumer- 

able Murders committed upon their Brethren. 
It is much to be wiſhd that all prophane Per- 


ſons and Fomenters of Divifions among us, would 


read Joſephus his Account of the Delolations of 
Ida, which that Author affirms that their Pro- 


that they would withal conſider, that the ſame 
Cauſes tend to the ſame Ruine in other Cities and 
Countries, as they did in Jeruſalem and Judea : 
So that we muſt either part with our Diviſions 
and Debaucheries, or the God of Peace and Purity 


will forſake us. If our Hearts depart from the 


proper Exerciſes of Faith, Charity and Purity, they 


depart from God, and then God will depart from 


us, as to the Exerciſe of his Pity, Succour, and 
Mercy toward us. Or in ſhort, His Soul will de- 
part * 45, as He threatens (Fer. 6. 8.) that is, 


He will have no Delight in us, nor Pity for us; 


And then we are undone. 
ITheſe things are ſo terrible to every rational 


Mind, that we cannot well conceive how any 


one can ward off the convictive Power of them; 
2 except 


— 


Phmeneſs and Diſcord brought upon them : And 
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etcepr it TR by obſtinate Unbelief, haying; ſame 
ſecret Hopes that there is not an abſolute Certain- 
ty of the Truth of this, and that they may in- 
8 their Luſts and Paſſions, and yet enjoy the 


M'ercies of God too. It is therefore requiſite that 


we now conſider the laſt Thing e to be 
ſpoken to, namely, 

Ill. Ther neceſſary C onneckion of, the. FERN = 
nounced in the Text, that is, That God will aſſuredly 
be with, or againſt a Perſon or People, as they are 
for, or againſt Him. And this is indeed the ſum 
of God's Covenant with Man, and the whole. 
Scope of the Law and the Golpel! But, , alas 
to Our great Shame it mult bei noted, That we 
have ſome among us that believe neither Mafes, 


nor the Prophets, nor the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, of his 


Apoſtles.j - But here the ſelf-evident; Fruth of a. 
Text: 18 piercing choug eto make: the moſt cſelſy, 
afcribitis Deiſt co tremble, he has 0g exthar, 


gu ſhed chat natural Light Which he. iddlizes, Fot; 


if God be Holy, Wiſe, :and- Juſt, as, all. ſober! 


 Reifonitig/mult allow 5 he will chens reſent, an 


avenge Sin-after' the: Wery fame manner that is 
Holy "Oratles' have declared the whole Matter, 
And indeed the Thing bears its own Proof, ſee- 
ing that the Perſon char yep rts:: -from-Ggd;2canc; 

not have Him at hand? to Help him in his Dig! 
ſttels 1 And he that fights again God. cannot in 


reaſon 
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— & to! ber treated ocherwiſe ha. a8 


God . And here, as the Guilt is lofinite, 
fo will the Puniſhment be. 


Bai re ill perhaps object; Thar che Pro- | 
perry bf many Nations in their moſt hei ghten d 
Sine s, ſeems 3 all that has N ſaid 


on, 'this Point: As in the Inſtances 'of Sennaccherib 


and Nebuc haue ur of old, and in the Caſes of 
lone modern Princes. who ſeem, to have thrived. 


_ of managing their Publick Affairs. 
© this it — be ſaid, That where God is 


phaſe to make dne Nation a Scourge to others; 


chat Mation maſt prevail over others till it hos 


pre God's Work But this no more deſerves 


ts be called Profpericy, chan that Malefactor is 
t be accounted a happy Man, who appoint- 


nicer Oendem nation, and then muſt underg 0 


_ the are Execution hinafelfi For in the | Cates 
ole Balibniam Princes 
on ther Nations, 
5 then their Nen! — and other Na- 


SDeſore mentioned, when ch 
had exeemed Gold's Wrath up 


wo Nen theweelves pon them. Then Neluchad- 
Nr is doomed to graze among the Beafts, of 


di on Sons. Amid, other hieentious Princes that 


dom 


dy their Perjuries, Robbetics, 6 and-Lawlels Me- 


ed to execs cht geſt of the Grimipals; that are 


de Neid and: Semucbrvib dis by che Swords of © 
fot . and Violence, do ſel- 


1 
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Promiſes and Thceataings; 
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doin < go out of the World vvirhout cheit E 
fe upon them by Divine Juſtice. 


But others objeòt farther, That tho! his * 


very! evident in che Jewiſh Diſpenſation hen out- 
warll-Enjoyments made a great pair. of their 


ritual Diſpenſations of the Goſpel. 


But it may be replied; That as che: Jabifh 
Diſpenfatioh was not holy d E 


is not without thoſe that are t 


1 r. 
membred, chat as the State of the Goſpel | 10 


in the Deſtruction of the. Jewiſh Nation, for: thei 
py, 5 wille it- End in che Deſtructovn of 
V on the ſame accomt. 


75 ger then that the Truch £ * Tei can | 
not be weakened by the feeble. Artacks of hu. 


mane Imaginations, and that the Unbelief of 


Men does not Re the Righteouſneſs of God: 
Let us now. make a ſerious: Application of all 


that has been ſaid to our ſelves. And here, 
1. This demonſtratively - ſhews us the vain 


Binn of ſuch as think of pablick Proſperiry 


in the Height of publick Sin. Can ſuch as fight 


N umph : 


Dro- 


miſes; It is not, they think, ſo cettaia in 1 


e . 


asgreat an Enemy to dinn ers now as every the 
Honour as much eomcerned in che gulation 
of, the Kingdoms of the World::o Arid: 


urn? God, come off with Victory and Tri- 
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ber E 


—⁰ e befort ny 


uw 


12 Arbei any peace to the Wicked 2 And 
eir Joy firm and ſtable? This cannot be. 
7 The Honour and Truth of Gods is greatly con- 
cerned .in iſiting and appearing agaiſt the Sins of 

a Nation ʒ and therefore the / Triumphs. of e 
and 1 Hall be but mort! % 

There is therefore an abſolute Neceſſity: of 
caſting | from us zhatſoever is offenſive in God's 
Sight, i we-defife that God ſhould be with us. 
A general Reformation of our Lives is at this 
Dax as neceſſary as the dreſſing of our Wounds 
aud bey af e were »motrally wounded. To 
 gelayi the neceſſary Remedies a Narle longer, may 
he of fatal Conſequitices! For, alas the whole 
Head is ſick, and the whole Hears: is faine, 
e Pity, ©, pity your ſelves and\your. Poſterity, 
I chat have any Bowels. Be peedy in in pre- 
venting the calamitous Conſequences of publick 
Sin, that we be not ruined by our Iniquity. 
And here conſidering in whoſe Name and Cauſe 
ſpeak, I muſt be allowed to {peak with great 
Concern, tho at the fame time with Awe and Re- 
ſpecꝭ to the Vorſpipful Magiſtrates of this great City. 
This Matter, Gentlemen, appertains to You in 

A principal and, peculiar Manner. You have, 
Her | Majeſty, the Government of one of 
he * deſirable Cities in the World; and 


I Ns be che greateſt . to ſee it again laid 


m 


= 
3 
1 
d 
d 
n 


"= ＋ OR DMAY.O; R, Sr. e 


ala... A. tte a — —— „ 


in n Aſhes by Vent geance from Above; or ads a2 


Prey to Kane or buried by an Earthquake: 
Yea, it would. be very grievous to ſee it only 


deprived. of its famous Commerce, and Wealth, 


and Plenty. And worſt of all, to ſee it deſpoil- 
ed of Fing glorious Goſpel, and of its e 
ſpiritual, Privileges, and given up to the Prin- 
ciples and Works of Darkneſsss. 

Now. ſomething of this calamitous Wes 


will befal it, if Atheiſm and Infidelity, Blaſphe- 


my and Perjury, Whoredom and Drephandals 
Swearing and Curſing , Sabbath- breaking and 
Blood-ſhed, and ſuch other crying Impieties and 


Immoralities' zbound in it unpuniſhed. For that 
moſt righteous God who has viſited other Na- 


tions for theſe things, 1 will not over- dach them 
in W. ane % 1 


* 


But. yet, if our Sing are not too fas award; 


(as: in the deſperate; State of things in the Reign 
of Joſiab King of Judah) the Remedy, Gentlemen, 
is yet very much in your:own Hands. And if Ye 
Vill faithfully, puniſh Vice and encourage Piety 
in this City, You, may prevent God's taking 
the Matter i into his Hands. When Phinebas ſtood: 
and executed. J udgment, the Plague. was 


up 
ſtay d. 


„ 


Fer 


| Patriots. of the Nation. For. You. are, ſeated 
as, 
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4s 4 City: upon + Hitt : Aud what Vou de will 
ſoon (be ſpread "abroad; and will in ptobabi- 
lity be very much invitaced by the infetior Parts 
of the Nation. And what a Ootnſort Will it 
be co any Man's Breaſt at all times, but Ar peti⸗ 
Al in Sickneſs, and in the Approaches of Death, 


do conſider, that he hack” been inſtrumental in 


the preventing of 'T'boufends, or pethaps Million 
of Blaſphemies and Impictics ; whereby the holy 


Name be God would have ben Alhoholmed, 


aud to eonſider withal, that God has been gta. 
Seuſſy pleaſed to promiſe, That He wi ho 
bur Weſe wat Honour Fin, (1 Saft. 2. 36% AA 
we know chat one Titkle of his Word Half bot 
all to the Ground anaccomp 


The generous Alüitence iet has beth greg 
to this Divine Work by ſeveral Worthy Magi- 


Fate of khis City, maſt here be mentioned 


Wach jut Howour, and” will be ſo in After“ 


A which muy, we hope, reap the Benefits 


of this Your Noble -Zeal for God): and Concefn 
. the Good? f Your Poſteriry. And triay 

the fame excelieat Principles Excite: all private 
Pepfons to be diligent in oppoſing Sin in their 


Sphere, Zend in applying themſelves to the Ma- 
2 


iſtrate in order to bring it to condign Shame 
n bc Rade! ne ro a © ſecond * 
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m We ſee by what has been ſais, what 
Perſons are the moſt uſeful and bonounbly 


Members of the Publick-Body, even ſach a8 
faithfully ſerve God and live in Charity wich 


Men. Who do all they can to take au ay the 
Reproach of Iſrael, the Debaucheries and Diviſions 
thereof; and who follow Peace with all Men, and 
Holineſs, without which no Man (ſhall fee the Lord, 
(Heb. 12. 14.) The Wifdom that is from Above, 
is firſt Pure, and then Peaceable : but Senſuality 
and bitter Wrath are from. the Fleth and the 
Devil. And as ſuch as act by the noble Prin- 
eiples of Piety and Charity do in a manner beat 
up the Pillars of the Land: ſo fach as are of 4 
contrary Temper, are every Day ſtriking a ar the 


very Roots of our Peace and Proſperity. 


Laſtly, From whac has been ſaid, we muy in 


fome meaſure perceive the fafe or dangerous. 


State of our Nation: namely, by our general. | 


acting for, or againft God. 


And hete, Tear, che Oracle of Gad i in os Text 


will declare us to be in a very dangerous | Oon- 
Aition, and open a very diſmal Proſpect to us. 
For, alas! that deplorable Neglect and Saen 
of Religion which is ſo common and inodrious: 


canndt but bode tis very ill- eſpeclally cht pub- 
lick and applauded Outrages of che Stage Aga 
cx & T hngs, as they have. * been laid o- 


ye 
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_ to this World., ind; * * ſuch; A | clear 
View of the Corruptions of the Play-Houſe, ir 
can yet attain a full and crowded 9 ; 
What can be ſaid of it, but that Chriſtians 208 
x00 generally fall'n from the Honour, Virtue, 
and Purity of their primitive Character, which 
gives but a Melancholy Proſpect of chings, ſince 
it was a very ancient Remark, That God will 
not go o With ſuch as adventure, upon the Devils 
Erdund. 14 
And if we Jock Bal: into the Mennets of 
Meu and compare them wich our Rule in che 
Text; and thence: take our Eſtimate of God's 
being with-or- againſt us, as we are with or againſt 
Him, our Proſpect will ſtill darken upon us: As 
we ſhall oon perceive by the impartial Reſolu- 
tion of: the following Queries. 
4 Js the, Government of God eſteemed. or 
deſpiſed by che-Generality of Men ? Are his Laws 
obſerved or violated ? Is his holy Name, -Day, 
and; Worſhip: ſanctiſied or prophaned ? 
. Is: Vice, generally ſpeaking, ſhamed or ap- 
phlauded? Is:at puniſhed, or indulged : Is it driven 
do Corners; or does it not in T9299; places walk 
2 Dur nun Ol ei do fn nl ft [1 
eigen and In good. Conſcience, At: ge. 
ute among zus; 0b arg, they, not many] 
cam Names of Reproach and Contempt? 
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4. Are Modeſty, Truth, Sobriery, and righ- 
teous Dealing, common Virtues among us; or 
are they rare things, to be wondered at, when ob- 
ſerved'?' - | 

5. Are we united or divided among our ſelv es 
in Church and State? Are we ready to ſucconr, or 
greedy to devour one another? 1 


6. Are we the Promoters of Piety and Virtue 
in the Management of our Trade and Commerce 
in Foreign Countries? Are we the Salt or the 
® Poiſon of the Earth? An Honour or a Scandal 
ew: our een OT IDO PTE TCH 

Eaſth, Are the Inſtruments of our Wars, ge- 
nerally ſpeaking, on the ſide of Piety or Impie- 
ty? Does the common Language of our Soldiers 
and Seamen ſavour of Grace or of Prophane- 
nels > ; | [2.9 | 3555 
Surely the true Anſwer to all theſe Queſtions 
will denounce Woe and Miſery to us: ſuch as 
will demand not only the ſolemn Obſervation 
of this Day, but the keeping of private Faſts to 
mourn over the publick Guile, Let me there- 
fore prevail with you, not to think the Duty of 
this Day over, when you go out of this place; 


| but to divide the whole Day betwixt publick 
. and private Devotion. And may the ſolemn 
" ZE and lerious Humiliation of this Day be a means 
2 


of turning the Wrath of God away from us, 
and of obtaining Favour in his Sight, as in the 


Caſe of penitent Ninive of old. 

It is our Comfort and Happineſs that our 
Sovereign Lady the Queen ſtands at the Head of 
Her Nation in the Devotion of this Day, and 
that we are convened by Her Authority, on this 
ſolemn Occaſion. The good God ſtrengthen 

Her Hands in. farther Efforts both againſt the 
Sins of Her People, and the Forces of Her Ene- 
mies. The Lord accept Her Princely Offering 
lately made for the Service of his Houſe : And 
chink upon Her for Good, according to all 


She has done for Her own Realms and for all 
Europe. May the Lord of Hoſts preferve and 


proſper Her | Majeſty's Arms by Sea and Land, 
and make the enſuing Campaign to afford Her 
Majeſty and Her Allies greater Matter of Tri- 
umph, than the laſt; though that was furpri- 
zingly great. And whilſt Her Majeſty's Forces 
vanquiſh the Power of the Common Enemy, may. 
Her virtuous Example ſubdue his Heart, and 
encline him to reign with a more ſublane Gran- 
deur in the Liberty and Welfare of his Subjects 
than in their Slavery and Diſtreſ. And as 
Mer. Majeſty is one of the moſt; tender and in- 
dulgent of Princes, may Her Subjects excel all 
"Ty | others 
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others in Duty and Farnumetys. Tad na 


pleaſe Almighty God to prolong Her Majeſtys 
Days to 4s great a Length as Mortality admits 
of, in order to the ſubduing of the Proud, the 
limiting of the Ambitious, the reducing of the Exor- 
bitant, the ſuccouring of the Oppreſſed, the re- 
claiming of the Vicious, and the protecting of the 
Vrtuous: which God of his infinite Mercy orant, 
for the fake of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 
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An Kea t of c d. Pro reg of the Reigiom 1 in the 
. . % an Ko on aveurs for Reformation of- cy 
The Third Edition Enlarged. By Joſiah = rey D. D. Miniſter of Popler. Price 15. 
The Seaman's Monitor: wherein particular Advice is given to Sea-faring- 
Men, with reference to their Behaviour. I. Before, II. In, and III. After their Voy- | 
age. With ſome Prayers for their uſe. The ſecond Edition, By Foſah Wood- 
ward, D. D. Price 49-1 ; 

The Church Cacechiſin explained by way of Queſtion and Anſwer, and 
confirm d by Scripture proofs, divided into Five Parts, and Twelve Sections. 
Wherein a brief and plain Account | is given of, I. The Chriſtian Covenant. 
II. The Chriſtian Faith. III. The Chriſtian Obedience. IV. The Chriſtian 
Prayer, V, The Chriſtian | Sacrament. The ſecond Edition Corrected and 
Eullrgen, price Ad. e ” 

A Paſtoral Letter from a Miniſter to his Pariſhieners ; being an a 
Exhortation to them to take Care of their Souls; and a Preparative in order 
to render all his future Methods of Inſtruction more effectual to their Edifi- 
cation. Price 1d. | 

The Chriſtian's Daily Devotion ; with Directions how to walk with God 
all the Day long, being a Continuation of the Paſtoral Letter, from a Mini- 
ter to his Pariſhioners. By the Author of the Paſtoral Letter. Price Id, 

Baglivi's Practice of Phyſick, in Engliſh. price 58. 

Worris's Theory of the Ideal or Intelligible World, in 2 parts, price 118. 

Dodell s Lawfulneſs of Inſtrumental Muſick in Holy Offices, price 3s. 

The Vertuous Womny's Me rations and reyes with her Method of edu- 
cating Children, price Gd. 


Dr. Bray's Diſcourſe upon che Dodtrine- of our baptiſinal Covenant, c. 
price 28. 
Dr. Hickman's Fourteen Sermons preach'd at St. James's Church, price 59s 


Dr. Atterbury's 3 5 * . to the Council of Trent, 
price 6d. 
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